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Bears are Back  
Bears have a keen sense of smell. They can detect odors through closed doors -- in your trunk, glove compartment, and under car 
seats. Bears have no interest in humans unless they associate humans with food. Bears are attracted by garbage, pet food, baby 
diapers, bird feeders, sweet smells, toothpaste, and garden compost. Black bears are fairly shy and will try to avoid human 
confrontation when given the chance. They respect dens and territories and need to relearn the boundaries. Last summer humans 
in Squaw Valley hand-fed young bears, teaching them to lose their natural fear of us.  When we leave our windows and doors 
open, the bears think we are welcoming them inside our homes. Once bears become nuisance or problem bears, they can be 
trapped and shot to death. Please review the security of your home and implement as many of the steps as possible: 
 

• Use a motion sensor barking dog device, such as REX. This device can be placed inside 
your home and when there is motion outside it will trigger a dog bark. REX can be 
purchased from the Bear league and has been effective in stopping bears from coming 
into many homes  

• Do not put food into your garbage cans unless you have a "bear box" 
• Keep pet food and other food indoors, in airtight containers 
• Keep first story doors and windows closed and locked preferably with dead bolts 
• Use your garbage disposal and clean your BBQ 
• It appears that single pane windows are less of a deterrent than dual panes 
• Cover windows and sliders so bears can’t peek into the home and see a refrigerator 
• When homes are left empty, leave a talk show on the radio and or leave lights on 
• Human male urine can help mark your territory around the perimeter of your home 
• Keep Pinesol (non-scented) near windows and doors to discourage bears from entering  

as the odor burns their noses 
• Purchase a copy of “LIVING WITH BEARS: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO BEAR COUNTRY” 

by Linda Masters 
• Call the BEAR LEAGUE for more information: 530 525-7297 

 
Please let us know what is and is not working and we will update homeowners as information 
becomes available. 

 
AMEA Membership 
Thank you to all 217 new and returning members of AMEA!  And thank you, Karen House, for this 
year's handsome coyote on the AMEA Directory cover.  If you wish to join AMEA and receive your 
Directory, please send your check for $35 to AMEA, PO Box 6653, Tahoe City, CA 96145.  This 
year's first increase in dues since 1979 allows the board to keep pace with increases in costs such 
as postage, printing and the AMEA picnic on August 4th that is free to all members.  For 
membership information, please contact Cindy Ware: 510-558-1433 or cware@aol.com. 
 

AMEA Board Openings 
It’s time again to call upon interested members of the AMEA Homeowners Association to fill two board member seats.  You do not 
need to be a full time resident to qualify for these seats.  Our board usually meets just five times a year: September, October, 
February, April and July.  Meetings typically run from 6:00 to 8:00PM.  We are looking for people who are interested in their 
mountain community and wish to help keep Alpine Meadows the special place it is.  If you like to plan events or just be involved in 
your community, the AMEA Board is the place for you.  For information, please call Lin Winetrub at 530-583-l8l5 or Pauline 
McDowell at 408-733-3220.
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Alpine High Speed Internet Blues 
The internet has become a daily necessity for most of us.    We expect to have reasonably rapid access speeds and dependability 
no matter our location.    The reality is that many remote or less populated areas like Alpine Meadows are still in their “high speed 
internet infancy”.   In recent discussions with our local internet providers,  we were dismayed to learn that there is significant 
equipment upgrading to accomplish before Alpine Meadows moves into “high speed internet adulthood”.   The following is an 
attempt to outline each method of accessing the internet, along with the current and future plans of local internet providers.   
 
DSL stands for "Digital Subscriber Line." It is method of providing high speed internet connection over regular phone lines.   DSL 
service is not currently available in Alpine Meadows and no one we spoke with is planning to provide it, primarily due to the 
remote location. 

 
Cable access is a method of providing high speed internet connection through a cable TV connection.  The 
cable TV provider in Alpine Meadows has recently changed from Cebridge to SuddenLink, under the same 
ownership.  They have promised high speed internet access to Alpine Meadows for the past two years 
without success.    
 
In a recent interview, we learned that they are actively working on equipment upgrades to bring service to the 

valley sometime in the summer of 2007.    Even with these equipment upgrades, their short term solution will have limitations.  
First, they are dependent on microwave technology which can fail during heavy snowfall or with ice build-up.  Second, this 
technology uses shared public frequencies which means that some homes will have interference and poor service.   Third, there is 
no redundancy so if there is an outage, the cable is out of service until it can be repaired.   
 
The good news is that SuddenLink is also working on a longer term solution to bring service through a fiber network.  They have 
installed fiber in many locations (including Alpine Meadows and Squaw Valley), but have more installation to accomplish.  When 
this newer technology is available (timeframe unknown) the problems cited above will be resolved.   Even with SuddenLink’s 
current situation, once it is available, cable high speed internet is a very good value with a likely monthly price near the $30 range 
for unlimited high speed access. 

Wireless is a method of connecting to the internet using radio waves instead of phone lines.  The only local provider of this 
method is ExWire.  In a recent interview with ExWire, we learned that (like SuddenLink) they are working with older technology in 
the valley.   They are using a high speed phone lines that have periodic outages.   They also have interference problems on some 
lots due to tree coverage, and they also rely on accessing shared public frequencies.  They do offer a 30 day money back 
guarantee if a customer experiences problems and wishes to cancel.    ExWire is currently upgrading their phone lines to provide 
more reliability, but there is no current solution to the interference issues on specific lots.   Please note that many homes in Alpine 
Meadows express complete satisfaction with ExWire, so it is really a lot by lot experience.    Look for potential decreases in the 
monthly service charge (currently near $50 for unlimited access) with competition from SuddenLink possibly this summer.  The 
installation fee is around $300 and they may require signing a two-year service agreement. 

Verizon, a national provider, provides two levels of service, NationalAccess for $60 per month and Broadband Access for nearly 
$80 per month.  The service requires installation of a Verizon wireless network card along with a one or two-year Verizon contract 
and a $35 activation fee   At least one resident of Alpine Meadows has tried the service without satisfaction, while another reports 
that it is working reasonably well.  We would appreciate hearing from anyone having success with this method, or any other 
method not mentioned in this article. 

Another method of connecting to the internet in which the outgoing and the incoming data are sent from, and arrive at, a computer 
is Satellite.  The valley is surrounded by mountain peaks in such a way that satellite access is a last resort.  Satellite can also be 
unreliable during heavy snow or rain storms.  Many providers such as DirectTV, Dish Network, even ExWire offer the Wildblue 
satellite.  Wildblue and HughesNet have had some success at the bottom of Alpine Meadows road.  Pricing ranges from $300-500 
for installation and from $60 to $100 per month for service. 
 
Dial-up Access – This is definitely NOT high speed internet, and it ties up your phone line while you are online.  However, for 
some lot locations in Alpine Meadows this is the only current option.  Lake Tahoe Online is a local favorite, providing good 
customer support and dependable dial-up access for around $20 per month.  Grab a cup of coffee and wait for the pages to load 
at slow speeds, or if you have a laptop with a wireless modem drive to Syds in Tahoe City and buy a cup of coffee and use their 
free wireless high speed internet access. 
 
Personal T-1 line – T-1 involves a broad band line coming to your residence. Generally such lines are installed by the phone 
company for businesses because of the cost (approximately $500 a month plus additional installation costs).  The capacity of such 
lines allows for significant amounts of data flow and is very reliable. We were unable to obtain specific information for this article 
from the phone company.  If this option is one that you want, please contact the phone company. 



Fire Safety in Alpine Meadows 
Two years ago the Alpine Springs Water District commissioned a study of wildfire risk in Alpine Meadows which led to the 
development and subsequent approval of the Wildfire Protection Plan. The plan noted various risks and steps that can be taken to 
reduce our exposure to fire in the Valley. One of the primary conclusions of the study was that there is a very large amount of fuel 
(due in large part to fire suppression over the last 50-100 years) that increases our risk and that a better adherence to the 
principles of “defensible space” would result in reducing that risk.   
 
Last summer the Alpine Meadows Fire Safe Council was formed in Alpine Meadows to educate valley residents on how to reduce 
the risk and potential damage as a result of a wildfire and to coordinate activities promoting fire safety in Alpine Meadows with the 
respective fire agencies.  The Fire Safe Council is comprised of seven members, two from each association and one from the 
Water District.  
 
Due to the heavy snow falls of the last 2 years our risk of a wild fire has been reduced; however, 
this year we have had a relatively light snowfall which will lead to dry conditions and higher fire risk 
this summer. Therefore, a number of activities and services will be available to homeowners to 
better enable them to reduce those risks. A partial list of these items includes: 
 

• Resumption of the chipper program through North Tahoe Fire Protection District. This 
free service allows you to place branches and brush in front of your home and after you 
call the chipper request number (530 546-4347) a crew will come by within two weeks 
and turn your pile of branches into wood chips. Bring the branches to the curb with the 
cut ends facing out.  Branches should not be more than 4-5 inches diameter.  North 
Tahoe will also take CLEAN (no rocks or dirt) pine needles that are in a pile at the curb, but not bagged. 

 
• North Tahoe will also be conducting defensible space inspections of each home this summer, with a report going to the 

homeowner noting items that need to be addressed.  
 

• A Valley wide assessment by “Firewise”, a federally recognized assessment organization that is reducing fire risk.  A 
“Firewise” designation can be helpful in obtaining federal funds.  Evidence shows that  “Firewise” has been particularly 
successful. 

 
• An education Saturday in early July at the Alpine Meadows fire station will afford homeowners information on the fire 

risks and the steps that can be taken to address these risks. 
 

• Availability of a fuels reduction crew for hire by homeowners to perform the work needed in your lot to reduce your 
vulnerability to a fire event. 

 
More detailed information will be made available in the next 60 days through the AMEA email address. If you would like to obtain 
such information and are not on the AMEA email address distribution list, please send a note to 
alpinemeadowsestatesassn@yahoo.com and indicate your desire to be added to the distribution list.     
 

Bear Creek Planning Committee  
The Bear Creek Planning Committee, known as BCPC, is the architectural review and approval entity in Alpine Meadows and is 
specified in the CC& R’s for the lots in Bear Creek, Juniper Mountain, and the overwhelming majority in Alpine Meadows Estates 
Association.  BCPC is comprised of nine hardworking, unpaid volunteers drawn from the three associations. It relies on fees paid 
by homeowners undertaking new construction and remodeling. In 2006 BCPC requested supplemental funding from Juniper 
Mountain, Bear Creek and AMEA due to their costs exceeding revenues. Representatives from BCPC explained at the annual 
meeting last September the need for $5,000 supplemental funds from each of the three associations; these adjustments were 
made to address revenue needs. The majority of AMEA members present spoke in favor of the request which was subsequently 
approved by the AMEA board of directors. Bear Creek Association and Juniper Mountain association also approved the funding 
requested of them.  
 
 In the 1980’s all three associations completed a written agreement in which they agreed to support BCPC when it experienced a 
shortage of funds. A similar request was made in the early 1990’s and was also approved by all associations. With the CC&R’s 
establishing BCPC as the sole approval entity for new construction and remodeling as well as the vested authority to evaluate and 
address violations of the CC&R’s it has been deemed critical that BCPC continue to operate.
     

 

News and Services for AMEA 
• For information on the free Chipper and Defensible Space Programs, please contact North Tahoe Fire Protection District 

@ 530 546-4347. Free evaluations and chipper service can help you make your property fire safe. 
• Web Cam of Alpine Meadows and Tahoe City is available @ www.tahoetopia.com. Check it out. 
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Annual AMEA Clean Up Day on Memorial Day Weekend 
Saturday, May 26, 2007, will be Clean Up Day for AMEA. Please meet at the John Scott Bridge for refreshments including donuts 
at 9 am. From there we will disperse to pick up trash throughout the valley. Please note that dumpsters will be located at the top of 
Snowcrest and John Scott Trail for the convenience of cleaning up the area. Garbage bags will be provided. Please come and join 
in the clean up and meet your neighbors.  

AMEA Annual Picnic set for Sat. August  4, 2007 
Last year we had a record turnout for our annual picnic at the pond!  Our fabulous chefs led by George 
Morones once again awed the crowd of over one hundred with their culinary skills.  Superb sausages, 
succulent salmon and bountiful BBQ chicken as well as tri-tip were among their offerings.  Yummy desserts 
were brought by all and thoroughly enjoyed!  Don’t miss this year’s picnic.  Once again, chairperson Shirley 
Ellis and her able crew of volunteers will be setting up for our picnic as well as helping serve and clean up!    
We will do it all over again the 4th of August 2007.  The annual Alpine Meadows Estates Association picnic 
is fast becoming the social event of the season.  It is a great time to meet newcomers and is one of the 
many benefits of membership in our association.    Don’t miss this event. 
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