
 
 
Another Record Setting Membership Year! 
We, your board members, thank each and every one of you new and returning AMEA members for your support to continue our valley 
projects and activities.  Articles throughout this newsletter highlight our busy year.  Any readers who wish to join now should please 
contact Cindy Ware at any time: cware@aol.com or send your check for $35 to AMEA, PO Box 6653, Tahoe City, CA 96145.   This 
year we thank Kent Leland (husband of Karen House, our earlier cover artist) for his beautiful and endearing print of a kingfisher on the 
cover of the 2008 Directory.  Karen was designing a traditional fisherman when Kent came up with his own novel interpretation.  Their 
Alpine house is on the market, and we will miss Karen and Kent very much.  We wish them great happiness in their new life on the 
ranch in Mendocino County. 
 

The Trail Towards High Speed Internet 
To a chorus of cheers, the Alpine Meadows Ski Lodge is currently offering free 
wi-fi.  For high-speed access closer to home, currently three options are 
available:  Exwire, satellite service and ATT wireless.  Verizon does not 
recommend their wireless plan for Alpine Meadows. 
Currently, more affordable broadband options from the cable and phone service 
providers are not available.  Suddenlink continues to work on their system and 
hopefully can provide service in the future.  They are hesitant to give a date at 
this time.  Meanwhile, local representatives for ATT stated that major 
improvements in infrastructure are necessary for them to provide DSL service, 
and they currently do not have funding for this work. 

 
Fire Education Day 
Once again this year on Saturday July 5th, Alpine Meadows will have a community Fire Education day at 
our fire station and a BBQ. Fire officials will update us on the lessons learned from the Angora Fire and 
the recommendations of the bi-state commission on how to reduce the likelihood and severity of a wild fire 
in Alpine Meadows. This year we will also invite licensed contractors who can be hired to create 
defensible space on your property. The program will run from 11:30-2:30, we hope you will attend. 
 
Chipper Program is Back  
This summer the North Tahoe Fire Protection District has increased the resources for their free chipping 
program.  To participate in the program call the NTFPD’s chipper hotline…(530) 546-4347, leave your 
name, address, phone number, the best time to return your call, and whether you would like the chips 
blown back onto your property, left in a pile on the edge of your property or hauled away to be recycled.  
Here are the rules: 

• Chipping will occur within approximately two weeks from the time of your call on a first-come, first-
served basis.  

• Priority will be given to those with multiple parcels. 

• Material should be placed OFF the pavement, on your property and clear of any drainages, structures or fire hydrants.  If 
material is not chipped or collected before snow falls, it will be your responsibility to remove the material prior to snow 
removal or placed well onto your property so as not to create a public nuisance. 

• Do not block traffic lanes or drainages with stacked or piled material.  

It’s a neighborhood thing.  Get your neighbors together and have a “block party”! The NTFPD encourages groups of property owners, 
or neighborhoods to get together for a chipping party, and receive priority. 
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Fire Danger for Summer 2008 
In late April a home on Juniper Mountain caught fire and was virtually destroyed.  Fortunately for all of us, the humidity was relatively 
high, snow surrounded home, and the fire department arrived within 15 minutes. As a result the blaze was extinguished before it spread 
to other parts in the valley.  As the snow melts and the weather warms we will face a very dangerous fire season.  Last June the Angora 
fire in South Shore devastated the area. 
 
AMEA joined with the other Homeowner associations in Alpine Meadows 18 months ago at the recommendation of the Fire Department 
and created the Alpine Meadows Fire Safe Council. Last year the council’s educational activities, an updated assessment of risk by fire 
officials and the creation of defensible space in many parts of the Valley resulted in Alpine Meadows achieving compliance with  
national Firewise standards.    We are the 338th community in the country to meet these standards. The designation does not mean we 
have achieved the needed level of fire safety, but it means that we are following the best national practices to educate and encourage 
property owners in Alpine Meadows to create the legally mandated defensible space around your homes and in the neighborhood. 
 
When it comes to fire, it is not only what you do on your property, but what your neighbors do-or fail to do, that will determine your risk 
in the event of a fire in the Valley.  Fire does not know about property lines, but it does seek fuel and when fuel is close to your home 
you share in the risk. 
 
Existing State law mandates that property owners create “defensible space” around their homes.  Detailed information is available 
through the Fire Department and upon request they will conduct a defensible space evaluation of your property. Creating defensible 
space typically involves, but is not limited to: 
 

• Removing potential fuel from the area immediately around your house (firewood, scrap lumber, pine needles, dead trees etc.)  
• Maintaining trees, so there are no branches lower that 6 feet from the ground 
• Removing highly combustible shrubs (including manzanita, white thorn and junipers) 
• Removing combustible materials from your roof 

 
 
Placer County recently adopted an ordinance requiring property owners who have 
vacant property without structures to similarly so treat their property when it is within 
100 feet of their neighbor’s home.  
Recognizing the necessity of supporting the creation of defensible space throughout the 
Valley, the Bear Creek Planning Committee has established a fast track process in the 
event you need to remove tree(s) that requires their approval. Such approval is required 
prior to removing a tree that is over 6 inches in diameter (measured 4 feet off the 
ground) for defensible space. If you need to remove such trees contact BCPC at (530) 
581-0521. 
 
To further the creation of defensible space in Alpine Meadows, we are soliciting 
volunteers who are willing to act as defensible space neighborhood coordinators. This 
will entail contacting your immediate neighbors, requesting the fire department to 
conduct a neighborhood defensible space assessment, and serving as a resource for 
your neighbors wanting to do their part in creating defensible neighborhoods.  We will 
provide information and resources to the neighborhood coordinators. All we ask is that 
you are willing to contact your neighbors and help bring about greater levels of fire 
safety on your street. If you are willing to perform this function, please contact John 
Moise by email (jmoise@yahoo.com) or by phone (916) 849-2206.   
 

 
AMEA Helps Fire Safe Clean Up 
AMEA has pledged $2,500 to help improve fire safety in the AMEA area. In an effort to keep the Valley as fire safe as possible, money 
from annual dues has been earmarked for fire prevention clean up. AMEA will work closely with the Alpine Meadows fire Safe Council 
to assure the best use of the funds for the community. AMEA considers making fire Alpine Meadows a fire safe community a high 
priority. 

 
Spring 2008 Bird walk Rescheduled 
The annual Warren Bray Bird Walk has been re-scheduled for May 31, 2008 at 8:00 a.m., same time, same meeting place. This Bird 
Walk was originally scheduled for June 14, 2008. Please get the word out. Thanks! 
 

Snow Removal Equipment Storage 
If you are concerned about storage of commercial snow plows and equipment in Alpine Meadows, you can attend upcoming community 
meetings when they are scheduled and/or email your comments to: Mike Johnson (head of planning Placer Co Auburn) @ 
MJohnson@placer.ca.gov, Melanie Heckel (planning dept Placer Co Auburn) @ MHeckel@placer.ca.gov, and Steve Buelna (planning 
dept Placer Co Tahoe City) @SBuelna@placer.ca.gov. 
 

Take Advantage of the Chipper Program 



Message from President 
In March AMEA emailed a survey to all those who indicated an interest in receiving periodic information via email  for an evaluation of 
how Placer County has done this winter with snow removal compared to last year. This information was provided to Placer County, 
along with all comments made. Many thanks to those of you took the time to provide detailed comments which will be very helpful in 
identifying problem areas that still exist. The results of the survey are as follows: 
 

Much better - 6 
Somewhat better - 5 
About the same  - 6 
Somewhat worse - 2 
Much Worse- 3 

 
A suggestion that has been made over the last couple of years is that AMEA move increasingly to electronic communications as 
opposed to mailing out newsletters and postcards as a way to reduce costs, preserve resources and speed up communication. The 
Board is in total agreement. Over the last 2 years, with your membership renewal, we have been asking people to provide email 
addresses. Currently we have such addresses for 60% of AMEA residents. Thanks to some volunteer help an AMEA web site is being 
created. In the fall newsletter we will be asking you to return information to us indicating weather you would be willing to receive all 
AMEA information electronically or if you would prefer to receive paper documents.  
 
If you are a tennis player interested in meeting other players of similar abilities this summer you can take advantage of a new sign up 
sheet located at the tennis courts at our local community park. The Water district will establish a list of interested players with contact 
information, thereby allowing you to identify potential tennis partners. If you have any questions please contact Pam Zinn at the Water 
District.  

Finally, please do your part in creating a summer safe from fire by creating defensible space around your property and neighborhood 
and attending the free education day on July 5th.  On hot, windy and dry days this summer we will be exposed to extreme fire danger- 
the defensible space you create could well make the difference between a tragic fire and a minor one.  

 
Bears in Alpine... 
The other night a familiar mid-size dark bear with golden eyes cruised through my backyard. My house has been broken into twice in 
prior years and I was once chased back inside after banging pots and yelling as instructed by the Bear League. I believe in coexisting 
with our wildlife, but understand that it will take ALL of our diligence to keep them out of our homes. We've all seen the Bear League's 
list of Do's and Don'ts so here are some of my personal ideas. 
 

1. There should be NO trash left out for pick-up unless you have a "bear proof box". I realize that they are not mandatory but both 
our dogs and the bears forage through the bags and cans left out, littering our beautiful valley. We are so fortunate to have the 
convenience of segregated receptacles (Think Green) at the bottom of our road. Why not just drop it off! 

2. Have the alpha-male (choose only 1- family member or friend) anoint (urinate) on a bucket or basket full of pine cones 
preferably in the morning, then toss them around your property to establish your boundaries since bears are territorial and 
respect that of other species. 

3. Pinesol, original scent, is also good but beware of placing bowls of it around where pets can ingest it because it can lead to 
seizures or worse. Try soaking pine cones or fabric and tying them onto door knobs or other points of entry. Do the same with 
your autos. 

4.  "Rex" the motion sensory barking boxes may be helpful and are available through the Bear League. It is my understanding 
that bears have unplugged them! I find them useful in alerting myself to their presence and then blast them with air-horns or 
screamers that I keep all over the house. Also, don't leave them on constant bark as this only annoys your neighbors and 
bears are smart enough to know they're not real. 

5. Nail/screw beds- I've heard that the fire department doesn't like them and I've experienced dogs running over them with no 
injury or annoyance so I'm not sure how well they work. If you do use them, I suggest posting warning signs for our human 
friends. 

 
Good Luck and if you have any further questions or concerns contact the Bear League @ 530-525-PAWS. 
 
 

Save August 2nd 4 pm, You’ve Already Paid…. 
The Alpine Meadows Estates Association is hosting its annual picnic for members and member wanna-
be’s on Saturday August 2 at “The Pond” at Alpine Springs Community Park at 4 pm. Families, friends, 
neighbors, firefighters are all invited to picnic, party and play. It is included in your dues!  There is a 
small fee for guests. Meet your neighbors, share fun stories and play fun games. The more the merrier! 
Dinner Menu – marinated tri-top steak, salmon and chicken BBQ’d by our resident chefs with coleslaw, 
corn on the cob, baked beans and even hot dogs for the kids. Lemonade provided.  
Any questions or to make reservations, please contact Shirley Ellis @ (530) 913-1164. 
 
 



Annual AMEA Clean Up Day on Memorial Day WeekendSaturday, May 24, 2008, will be Clean Up 
Day for AMEA. Please meet at the John Scott Bridge for refreshments including donuts at 9 am. From there we will disperse to pick up 
trash throughout the valley. Please note that dumpsters will be located at the top of Snowcrest and John Scott Trail for the convenience 
of cleaning up the area. Garbage bags will be provided. Please come and join in the clean up and meet your neighbors.  
 

This Summer at Tahoe – Website Sources 
Please see the following Websites for more information on Tahoe activities.  
 

www.festivalsoftahoe.com  
www.tahoemusic.org ph: 530 581-1184 
www.TheVillageAtSquaw.com ph: 530 584-6266 
www.LakeTahoeCoucours.com ph: 530 581-4700 
www.Tahoe-Traveler.com 
www.LakeTahoeShakespeare.com 
www.GoTahoeNorth.com 

 
Have a great summer and be fire safe! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget the Chipper Program!   ph: 530 546-4347.  More details inside. 
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