
New AMEA Board Organization 
At the last board meeting on September 5th, we elected new officers for the remainder of 2009 
through 2010. I am fortunate to be your new president and will do my best to uphold the high 
standards of the past president, John Moise and the Board members who have volunteered so 
many hours to help serve the Alpine Meadows Estates Association (AMEA). There are about 
350 lots in our territory. 
 
Overall, we are committed to maintain and improve the social activities that help bring us 
together and add to our enjoyment of community. Increased participation is a benefit to all of 
us. In addition, we are charged with helping to preserve the character and harmony of Alpine 
Meadows. This often involves cooperating with the other two homeowners’ associations:  Bear 
Creek Association and Juniper Mountain Association. It also includes support of the Bear Creek 
Planning Committee (BCPC) which oversees new and remodel building projects in our valley. 
 
We represent you, the homeowners. The Board only makes changes in policies and activities 
after careful consideration and input from our members. We will strive to communicate 
proactively with you, and to listen carefully to your feedback and ideas. Please note and visit 
o u r  n ew  web s i t e  a s  y ou r  n ew  o ngo i ng  i n f o rma t i o n  s ou r c e : 
www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org  And please send us your ideas and concerns by 
email to board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org  or call any of us. We’re here to help.    
 
One last thought. Please don’t forget to send in your modest membership fee for 2010 when 
contacted by Membership.  Have great winter!  

 
Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council Work Day a Success 
The Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council (AMFC) combined the fire education day with a workday 
on July 11, 2009.  AMFC reviewed several sites and chose a US Forest Service parcel close to 
the stables This property was selected due to its heavy fuel load and potential fire hazard to 
Alpine Meadows.  
 
The AMFSC is an informal organization recognized by the "Firesafe Community" listing.
(www.firewise.org) We hosted a 50-person gathering of residents throughout Alpine Meadows 
(Juniper Mountain, Bear Creek, and Alpine Estates) to do a joint fuels reduction cleanup project 
with the United States Forest Service. You can read more about the project and its permit in our 
downloads section of the AMEA website.  

 

Membership Update & Change of Process for Next Year!
Nearly the same number of residents (220) renewed their AMEA membership this year as last 
year. Your board members thank each and every one of you new and returning AMEA 
members for your support to continue our valley projects and activities. This year Cindy Ware 
passed her responsibility as membership chair to Ken Gracey, who may be contacted via e-
mail at graceyken@gmail.com. Cindy managed this process for many years and we appreciate  
her  very significant contribution to the valley.  One important change will occur in 2009 and 
2010: the entire AMEA directory registration and directory process will be available  on-line to 
our web site at www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org.  Residents will be encouraged to 
register and pay on-line to reduce material costs, postage, and our labor required to manage 
the mailings.    

 

AMEA Board of Directors 
Bob Ingols, President 
John Moise, Vice President  
Janet Grant, Secretary  
Sarah Sharpe Kennedy, Treasurer 
Ken Gracey, Membership 
Jim Kenney, Newsletter 
Pauline McDowell, Nominating 
Ed Keller, Nominating 
Carolyn Foster, Director 
Stanley Samuels, Director 
Charlie Heimach,  Director 
Andrew Pitcairn, Director 
 
Alpine Springs County Water District  
Board of Directors 
Barbara Danz 
Janet S. Grant 
John Northrop 
Chuck Nungester 
Virginia Quinan 
John Collins, General Manager 
 
Fire Education & Work Day 2010 
TBA   
 
Upcoming AMEA Meetings 
February 12, 2010 
April 16, 2010 
July 16, 2010 
Clean Up Day:  May 29, 2010 
August Picnic: TBA   
Valley Meeting: Sept. 4, 2010 
 
All are welcomed at the Water District Offices. 
All meetings start at 6:00 p.m.  
 
AMEA Mailing Address 
PO Box 6653 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 
 
website:  
www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org   

e-mail:  
board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org   

 fall / winter 2009 

AMEA History Questions: 
Q1: What was the original name of 

the River Ranch? 
 
Q2: What year was the Deer 

Springs Park Resort built? 
 
Answers on pg. 4. 



Bear Creek Planning Committee: Update and Answers  
The Bear Creek Planning Committee (BCPC) has been very busy the past few months creating a brand new Architectural 
Review Manual (ARM) for 2010 and beyond. It will be much more useful than its predecessor, the “Green Book”, because 
we have added many guidelines to help homeowners, designers and builders create projects that meet the latest code 
and permit requirements. Even more importantly, we have improved and streamlined the entire process to make your 
experience with BCPC more productive and less stressful. There is a provision to add a Design Advisor, an outside 
design professional, to review projects prior to submittal to BCPC and to answer questions the board and the applicant 
may have during the approval process. 
 
An ongoing important issue is maintaining defensible space around our homes as we know how devastating any fire can 
be. Please review your CC&Rs if you have questions about removing trees on your property. It’s best to implement the 
actions recommended by the North Tahoe Fire Protection District (you can get a free on site inspection and report for your 
property). BPCP relies on the recommendations of the NTFPD on defensible space issues as the best standards to 
protect our valley from unwanted fire.  BCPC is still required by our CC&Rs to approve most tree removals.  A simple 
letter to the board with a copy of the NTFD report will get that approval with no fee.  Please keep in mind that on occasion 
NTFD inspectors have marked for removal trees on neighboring properties, the lot lines are not always easy to determine.  
Also some insurance underwriters have required defensible space beyond ones property extent.  These issues will require 
neighbor negotiations at the very least. 
 
We currently have three members on BCPC. Dave Smelser is chairman of BCPC. Sarah Sharpe Kennedy and I are 
members. BCA and JMA also have three members each on BCPC. We do not meet December through February. 
 

Alpine Meadows Snow Removal Service 
For the past two years, Placer County Planning Department has been working on a zoning amendment that would allow 
snow removal equipment to be stored in residential neighborhoods.  On July 21, 2009, Ordinance 17.56.235 was 
approved by the Board of Supervisors which, with the proper permits, would allow one piece of equipment to be stored on 
residential property with a minimum lot area of 10,00l - 19,999 sq ft.  The vehicle, with accessories attached, must not 
exceed eight feet in height and must be garaged or screened.  Visual screening may include fencing, landscaping, 
structures or other visual barriers that screen vehicles or accessory equipment from abutting residences.   Setbacks must 
not be less than 20 feet from any adjacent residential structure.  Vehicles parked within a garage enclosure are not 
subject to these setback standards.  This residential storage is limited to Nov 1 to April 30.   When there is a local, state or 
federal- declared emergency or the National Weather Service declares that there is a winter storm warning or emergency 
in effect, annual storage limitations can be waived by the Director of Planning until such time that the winter storm warning 
or emergency has been lifted. 
 
For properties less that 10,000 sq ft, with the proper permits, one vehicle may be stored in a garaged space.  No outdoor 
storage is allowed except during winter storm emergencies.  (see above) 
 
Zoning Ordinance Chapter 17.56.l20 Home Occupations has allowed, with the proper permit, any business to store one 
vehicle in an enclosed garage year round.    The Board of Supervisors and homeowners felt that the new ordinance 
allowing one additional vehicle on a seasonal basis was the proper compromise allowing plow operators immediate 
access to their equipment and still preserves the residential, alpine setting that we all enjoy. 
 
To read the entire ordinance regarding fuel storage, repair and maintenance allowance and other pertinent data, a copy of 
Ordinance 17.56.235 is available on our web site at www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. 

 
Speeding Cars in Alpine Meadows  - Speed Limit 15 in Alpine Meadows 
There are too many people speeding through our neighborhood. Mobilizing residents to proactively take responsibility for 
their driving behavior at a grassroots level is our goal. To change driving behavior, we must set an example in our own 
neighborhood with the slogan  “KEEP KIDS ALIVE DRIVE 15”.  Please look out for and care for all neighborhood children, 
pets and neighbors. “NO NEED TO SPEED” extends this care and concern throughout the whole community.  

 
AMEA Finance Report 
Please find below the financial statement of the AMEA as of November 16, 2009. 
Balance in the Bank of the West Account:  $5,012.51 
Vanguard Account:   $10,826.00 
 
Upcoming bills to be paid week of November 16, 2006:  $100 to the Water District for the four meetings, $87.00 to Placer 
County in property taxes (Lot A).  For  the website PayPal account, charges will be 2.9% plus $0.30 per transaction. 



   

AMEA Web Site is UP -  Membership renewals can be processed on-line in 2010! 
The AMEA web site address www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org is up and running! The AMEA web site is already loaded with 
the following information: 
 

⇒ Home page providing links directly to relevant 
documentation (i.e., new Placer County Snow 
Removal Equipment Ordinance); 

⇒ All past and current AMEA newsletters; 

⇒ Photos of valley-wide events, such as last summer’s 
Firesafe Council Education Workday at the horse 
stables; 

⇒ Contact information for all AMEA board members; 

⇒ Events calendar showing dates for picnics, cleanup 
days, etc.; 

⇒ Links to local agencies, road conditions and weather 
reports; and  

⇒ A unique “History of Alpine Meadows” section started 
with a document from the late Dwight Steele 

 
The AMEA web site is for two-way communication among the 
AMEA membership. For example, members who selected the e-
mail version of newsletters will now receive an e-mail notice with a 
link to download the AMEA newsletter. Additionally, the web site 
includes a discussion forum area where you can start any kind of 
Alpine Meadows discussion. This provides another way for AMEA 
board members to know what’s important to valley residents, so 
please consider using the new site.   
 
The 2010 AMEA membership renewals will be conducted on-line to 
the extent possible. Payment will be accepted from PayPal 
accounts linked to your credit card or checking account. Or, if you 
prefer, you can use the traditional method of renewal by mail. 
Choosing the on-line renewal system will save AMEA postage, 
printing and labor. 
 
Send all of your web site contributions (pictures, historical information, etc.) to board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org and they 
will be posted on-line. This web site was built entirely with volunteer time and has an annual hosting cost of around $100. The web tools 
support direct web-based authoring from any PC without the installation of software on the client, providing future AMEA board 
members easy maintenance without the need for outside assistance.  

 
Bears in Alpine Meadows 
California Department of Fish and Game estimates there are 25,000 to 35,000 black bears in the state.  Not too many of them hang out 
in San Diego, Los Angeles, Sacramento or San Francisco areas.  They probably don’t care for the desert areas of California either so 
that must mean there are a lot of them up here in the Sierras.  Fish and Game’s biologist, Jason Holly said that the large bear 
population is due to the bears being able to get people food.  A natural bear sow normally has two cubs and only one will survive. 
However, due to the high fat content bears are able to find in our garbage and in our homes sows are having two and three cubs and all 
are surviving that first winter.  The point here is that we have plenty of bears and the more people food they get the more of them will be 
around to break into our homes. 
 
There are good bears and bad bears.  Bad bears have learned to get into garbage, beg food and break into homes.  They don’t seem 
to be interested in natural food once they learn about ice cream.  By now, most of us know what we need to do to keep the bears out of 
our homes.  If not,  the Bear League (530) 525-7297 has all the information. For excellent information on all aspects of living in harmony 
with bears, see the web site of our excellent local organization at www.savebears.org.  A very important issue is informing your renters 
about how not to attract bears.  A weekender is here a few days, gets to see a ‘wild’ bear, feeds it and then goes home leaving us to 
deal with it. If you are having a bear emergency now, call 530-PAWS (7297). 
 
So what to do if your home has been broken into?  The bear will probably be back if it has obtained food there so secure your home as 
best you can.  If you are ready to have the bear trapped,  be aware that the bear will be killed.  Fish and game realizes that we have 
plenty of bears and their experience has been that a garbage bear won’t learn to be a wild bear. Call Fish and Game at 916-358-2900 
or 916-358-1300 or Sara Holm at 530-878-3858.  A Fish and Game person will come to your home and inspect the damage and issue a 
Depredation Permit.  Then the Placer County trapper will place a trap on your property.  Someone must be available to check the trap 
each morning to notify the trapper to come and get the bear. If you have a bear break-in take pictures immediately for your insurance 
agent and for the Fish and Game.  Most of us start right away to clean up to make the house livable and forget that part. Have great 
summer and fall.  Good luck and if you have any further questions or concerns contact the Bear League @ 530-525-PAWS. 



AMEA Picnic Success and Feedback 
The annual picnic was a different weekend this year, but attendance was good and a fine time was had by all. Traditionally the AMEA 
picnic has been the first weekend in August. For the AMEA picnic in 2010, we want to know your option. What is the best weekend for 
members? Please write us an e-mail and give us your opinion on the best picnic weekend for 2010. We look forward to seeing you 
there.  
 

AMEA Homeowner’s Association looking Board Members 
This spring we have the potential of open board member seats to be filled with new personalities and fresh ideas.  Our board usually 
meets five times a year: September, October, February, April and July on Friday evening at 6 PM at the Water District office. We are 
looking for folks interested in helping to keep Alpine Meadows a beautiful, safe, clean and special community.  We are a fun, diverse 
group with lots of lively conversation and helpful ideas.  Come join us and get involved in your community.  You must be a member of 
AMEA Homeowners Association.  Contact Pauline McDowell @ 408-733-3220 or any member of the AMEA Board listed in your new 
directory.   
 
Help preserve the history of Alpine Meadows 
The Alpine Meadows Estate Association is collecting, organizing and archiving information relating to the history and 
origins of Alpine Meadows.  Please forward your stories, photographs, and any other relevant resources which will aid us 
in chronicling the beginnings, development, and public interest aspects of the area.   As we gather stories of Alpine 
Meadows, we will include them in upcoming newsletters.  Volunteers who share our passion for the history of our valley 
are welcome. We appreciate any and all contributions. Check the AMEA website for new documents on the history of 
Alpine Meadows. 

 
Answers to Page One Quiz 
A1: The Deer Park Lodge originally built around 1950. 
A2: 1888 close to current day  Deer Park Drive. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    

 
 
 

 

amea 
Alpine Meadows Estates Association 
P.O. Box 6653 Tahoe City  CA  


