
Annual AMEA Clean Up Day on Memorial Day Weekend 
Saturday, May 23, 2009 will be Clean Up Day for AMEA. Please meet at the John Scott Bridge for 
refreshments including donuts at 9 am. From there, we will disperse to pick up trash throughout the valley. 
Please note that dumpsters will be located at the top of Snowcrest and John Scott Trail for the convenience 
of cleaning up that area. Garbage bags will be provided. Please come and join in the clean up and meet 
your neighbors.  
 
Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council Fuels Reduction Project  
and Education Work Day 
The Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council (AMFC) will combine the fire education day with a workday on July 
11, 2009.  AMFC reviewed several sites and chose a US Forest Service parcel close to the stables This 
property was selected due to its heavy fuel load and potential fire hazard to Alpine Meadows.  
  
The AMFC Fuels Reduction and Education Work Day begins at 8:30 a.m. Please meet at the Alpine 
Meadows stables.  Please bring work clothes and gloves. The site will be pre-prepared for light work for 
volunteers (carrying branches to chippers or biomass dumpsters, for example). Literature, guest presenters, 
and lunch are all part of the plan.  Help make beautiful Alpine Meadows fire safe!! 

 
Membership Update and Change of Process for Next Year! 
Nearly the same number of residents (220) renewed their AMEA membership this year. Your board 
members thank each and every one of you new and returning AMEA members for your support to continue 
our valley projects and activities. This year Cindy Ware passed her responsibility as membership chair to 
Ken Gracey, who may be contacted via e-mail at graceyken@gmail.com. Cindy managed this process for 
many years and we appreciate  her  very significant contribution to the valley. 
  
One important change will occur in 2009 and 2010: the entire AMEA directory registration and directory 
process will be available  on-line to our web site at www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. Residents 
will be encouraged to register and pay on-line to reduce material costs, postage, and our labor required to 
manage the mailings.    

 
Save August 15th at 4 pm for the Annual AMEA Picnic 
The Alpine Meadows Estates Association is hosting its annual picnic for members, member wannabe’s and 
their guests on Saturday August 15 at “The Pond” at Alpine Springs Community Park at 4 pm. Families, 
friends, neighbors, firefighters are all invited to picnic, party and play. Admission for members  is included in 
your 2009-10 dues!  There is a small fee for guests. Meet your neighbors, share fun stories and play fun 
games. The more the merrier! The picnic is always a fun event and a chance to catch up with your 
neighbors.  Lemonade provided.    

 
 
AMEA Homeowner’s Association Board of Directors Vacancies 
This fall we have the potential of four open board member seats to be filled with new personalities and fresh ideas.  Our board usually 
meets five times a year: September, October, February, April and July on Friday evening at 6PM at the Water District office. We are 
looking for folks interested in helping to keep Alpine Meadows a beautiful, safe, clean and special community.  We are a fun, diverse 
group with lots of lively conversation and helpful ideas.  Come join us and get involved in your community.  You must be a member of 
AMEA Homeowners Association.  Contact Pauline McDowell @ 408-733-3220 or any member of the AMEA Board listed in your new 
directory.   
 

AMEA Board of Directors 
John Moise, President 
Kip Kossman, , Vice President  
Aimee Priscaro, Secretary  
Faye Nungester, Treasurer 
Ken Gracey, Membership 
Jim Kenney, Newsletter 
Janet Grant, Director 
Pauline McDowell, Nominating 
Bob Ingols, Director 
Cindy Ware  Director 
Stanley Samuels, Director 
 
Alpine Springs County Water 
District Board of Directors 
Barbara Danz 
Janet S. Grant 
John Northrop 
Chuck Nungester 
Virginia Quinan 
John Collins, General Manager 
 
Fire Education & Work Day 
July 11, 2008 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Annual Picnic: August 15, 2009 
 
Valley Meeting: Sept. 5, 2009. 
 
All are welcomed at the Water 
District Offices. All meetings start 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 
AMEA Mailing Address 
PO Box 6653 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 

2009 



Message from the President 
AMEA is your association. The Board of Directors is comprised of individuals who have an interest “giving back” to the area by 
enhancing our Valley and community.  Board members can serve a maximum of two terms or a total of 6 years.  This year a number of 
Board members will be “terming out” and new ones are needed.  Please consider volunteering to become a Board member, it is a great 
way to meet your neighbors and make a positive difference to this community.  
  
We have heard from many members that our annual picnic day (the first Saturday of August) is in conflict with the annual Tahoe Music 
festival and requested that the picnic be held on another date.  This summer we will have the picnic on Saturday August 15 to allow 
people to attend both events. We hope this change will make it easier for AMEA members to enjoy both the Music festival and our 
annual picnic.   
 
There is a chance to save a lot of $ on your ski pass next year. Through the end of May Alpine Meadows is offering deeply discounted 
ski passes for the 2009-10 season.  Information is available via the web site:  www.skialpine.com. 

 
Bear Creek Planning Committee  
In 2004, a property owner in Alpine Meadows applied to the Bear Creek Planning Committee (BCPC) for permission to build a new 
home on his lot.  The committee required modifications to the plans, some of which were unacceptable to the applicant. The applicant 
asserted his right to appeal the decision of BCPC to the Valley Board. The Valley Board upheld the position of BCPC.  The rejection of 
the appeal resulted in the applicant filing suit against BCPC, the Valley Board and a neighbor.  Of particular relevance to property 
owners in Alpine Meadows, the suit challenged the authority of BCPC to  require certain modifications to plans.   
 
After extensive legal arguments and several days of testimony, Judge W. Scott Snowden (Ret.) has filed his Final Judgment and 
Statement of Decision, in which he found that the plaintiff failed to meet the required burden of proof; that in acting upon his application 
the BCPC acted arbitrarily, capriciously or with bias. The ruling also found that the plaintiff is responsible for paying court costs and 
certain attorney’s fees. 
 
Of particular relevance to all property owners in Alpine Meadows, Judge Snowden found that the Architectural Review Manuals (ARM’s 
or “Greenbook(s)”) adopted by BCPC during the course of its existence, have been lawfully adopted and implemented under the 
CC&Rs for AMEA Unit #4 and are enforceable by BCPC. 
 
Make a Difference 
Our newsletter is published twice a year, once in 
the spring and again in the fall.  Since we are 
approaching fire season it is time to remind us of 
what fire can do and what we can do to reduce the 
possibility of its destroying our homes/community 
should it happen in Alpine Meadows. 
 
In June of 2007, there was a devastating fire. The 
Angora Fire, near South Lake Tahoe destroyed 
more than 250 homes.  There was lots of fuel for 
that fire. It burned 3100 acres and lasted 8 days.  
Two months later in the early afternoon there was 
another fire near the shores of Lake Tahoe just 
south of Tahoe City - The Washoe Fire.  The huge 
plume of smoke from this fire looked like it was just 
over the ridge from Alpine Meadows.  This second 
fire destroyed five homes and moved into a “fuels 
treatment area,” that had been cleared of debris 
and flammable material designed to slow down 
wildfires.  By nightfall the fire was nearly contained.  
Rapid response, resources, and defensible space 
made the outcome of this fire less devastating. 
 
Many of us have been working on defensible space around our homes during the past year.  It is a lot of work.  It is hard to cut down 
trees and bushes we planted to enjoy or to help provide some privacy.  For the past few years, the fire department has been providing 
each of us with a written report on the defensible space around each of our homes and what we should do to make our home and 
community more defensible.  Take another look at your report and take action to make your property more defensible.  A chipping 
program has been in place, free of charge, for several years for the removal of trimmings and small trees and bushes placed at the 
roads edge.  All you have to do is call for the service.  For more efficient use of this service, get together with your neighbors and call 
when several homes have piles ready for chipping.  The North Tahoe Fire Protection District, as your fire service provider, staffs and 
coordinates this program.  Check for announcements of this wood chipping program in the ASCWD newsletter, the Sierra Sun 
newspaper or online at www.sierrasun.com and search wood chipping.  Remember, you have to call for this service—it won’t happen 
just because you leave a pile of material at the roadside. 

 



Alpine Meadows History via the Grafs 
 Our Alpine Meadows cabin on Deer Park Drive was built by us beginning in August of 1963. So I guess that makes us “original” or 
“historic” members of the valley.  We bought the makings of a modest chalet in a “kit” from ABC Package Homes.  It came complete on 
a flatbed truck with screens on the windows, hardware, piles of marked lumber, and one man to guide us for a day.  The “kit” plans we 
had submitted to BCPC earlier were rejected outright, but with architectural help and some creative drawings we were finally approved. 
 
At the time we started in 1963, all but the Alpine Meadows road were dirt.  We drove across Bear Creek to get to our lot where we 
found the road crews had dumped a thirty foot pile of tree stumps.  Besides that, the day before our subfloor was to be built, we found a 
sewer trench aimed straight for the middle of our building site.  Luckily for us, Lee Van Wetter, the SV contractor, steered it away so 
now the sewer lives under our deck.  Most of the houses along our street (Deer Park Dr.) are now either ahead of or behind the 
sewer.  Ours is one of three houses on it.  We were about to install a septic system, but fortunately for us, the ski lodge under 
construction was on bedrock so we were one of the first in the valley to join the new sewer coming up the valley to the lodge. 
 
We were camped on that subfloor alongside our rented porta potty for this first day as the truck was to unload.  We were awakened at 
five a.m. by a loudspeaker announcing the start of the Tevis Cup 100 mile horse ride at the present John Scott Bridge site.  There was 
no bridge then.  Nowadays the race begins in Squaw, but back then it was a huge event in Alpine Meadows.  The one man-day turned 
into two since our amateur builder/skier types knew 
little about construction but hoped that soon they 
would have a ski house to stay in.  Over the months 
of building, mostly on weekends, our skier/builder 
numbers gradually diminished and we got a final 
inspection five months later.  We owed money to 
those we’d hired, the fireplace, the plumbing, the 
roof, so we dribbled pittances to them so we could 
get that final inspection. 
 
Over the years, we have added on. First the garage 
built by Jerome Leiniger. Then a sunroom, hot tub 
and mudroom entry.  Our family has ballooned so we 
don’t all fit at once, but it is still the “cabin” set on 
Bear Creek alongside the mountain houses in the 
valley.  Our early neighbors were architect Chip 
Matcham, the Meyers, the Mckleroys, Dwight Steele, 
John Riley, the original developer of Alpine Meadows 
Estates, Edie and Oswaldo Ancinas, Hans Svenoe, 
and Charlie Greenwood, many of whom are still in 
our area. 

 
Fire Safe in Alpine Meadows 
An increasing number of us have made dramatic improvements in the fire safety of our homes through creating defensible space.  In 
2008 over $150,000 and hundreds of hours was spent by property owners to create a valley that is more resistant to a devastating wild 
fire.  Thanks to these efforts our risk has been reduced and as additional work is done throughout the Valley we will all benefit. If you 
have not yet done your defensible space work we hope that you will do so soon with a relatively dry spring, this summer the fire danger 
will be significant, please do your part to protect your home and the Valley.  
 
In 2008 the Water District received a grant to address the fuel build up and the dead and dying trees along much of Bear Creek. As a 
result of California’s fiscal problems, work was suspended this winter and now we are waiting to hear if state funding has been 
reinstated. Once funding is reinstated work will commence. This effort is being done in close collaboration with environmental 
organizations to assure the work does not have a negative impact on the water quality of ecology of Alpine Meadows.  
 

Bear Creek Planning Committee Needs You 
The beauty of the valley and its thoughtful development top the list of why many of us chose to purchase here in Alpine Meadows.  Are 
you in a position to help continue this legacy started in 1961 by volunteering on BCPC?   The Board meets the third Saturday of the 
month as needed.  There are normally between 9 and 11 meetings a year, with March, April and May being the busiest months. Current 
members report that with fewer vacant lots now in Alpine Meadows, the time commitment to review new projects and renovations has 
been greatly reduced.  Meetings general run between 9 am. and 1 pm. Current members offer orientation and ongoing assistance. The 
old saying "it takes a village" is true.  Everyone needs to do a part in order for the whole to run smoothly.  Volunteer today to help keep 
your neighborhood a beautiful place to live and enjoy for years to come.   To volunteer please contact any member of the AMEA Board 
listed in your new directory or AMEA, P. O.  Box 6653, Tahoe City, CA     96145 
 

News and Services for AMEA 
For information on the free Chipper and Defensible Space Programs, please contact North Tahoe Fire Protection District @ 530 546-
4347. Free evaluations and chipper service can help you make your property fire safe. Web Cam of Alpine Meadows and Tahoe City is 
available @ www.tahoetopia.com. Check it out. 



Bears are Back in Alpine ??!! 
Yes, the black bears will be back this summer. They live in the mountains as we do. Their prime motivation is food! These bears are 
basically shy. While the likelihood of being injured is quite small, meeting a bear is possible because they no longer have a strong fear 
of humans. So here are a few reminders to keep our homes safe.  Encourage the bears to live off their natural habitat by securing 
human food and garbage that are irresistible to bears when made readily available. You know the basics: 
 

Never feed the bears. All garbage goes in secure cans or dumpsters. 
A fed bear is a dead bear. 
Always give bears the time and space to avoid you. 
Never run away as this may trigger a chase. 
Stand tall and slowly back away. 
Loud noises can scare bears away. 

 
If you have renters, it would be a good idea to post useful information in your home about how to keep bears at bay by not tempting 
them with food.  
 
For information on how to handle bear encounters, keep your house bear safe and be bear aware in the Lake Tahoe area, please see 
the Bear League web site below. It has downloadable posters and more. 
 
If you are having a bear emergency now, call 530-PAWS (7297). 
 
For excellent information on all aspects of living in harmony with bears, see the web site of our excellent local organization at 
www.savebears.org.  Have great summer and fall.  Good luck and if you have any further questions or concerns contact the Bear 
League @ 530-525-PAWS  
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