
Annual AMEA Clean Up Day on Memorial Day Weekend 
Saturday May 29, 2010 will be Clean Up Day for AMEA. Please meet at the John Scott Bridge for 
refreshments including donuts at 9 am. From there, we will disperse to pick up trash throughout 
the valley. Please note that dumpsters will be located at the top of Snowcrest and John Scott Trail 
for the convenience of cleaning up that area. Some dumpsters will be for green waste ONLY. 
Garbage bags will be provided. Please come and join in the clean up and meet your neighbors.  

 
Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council Fuels Reduction Project  
and Education Work Day by Ken Gracey 
The Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council (AMFC) will combine the fire education day with a workday 
on July 10, 2010.  AMFC reviewed several sites and chose a US Forest Service parcel close to 
the stables. This property was selected due to its heavy fuel load and potential fire hazard to 
Alpine Meadows. The AMFC Fuels Reduction and Education Work Day begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Please meet at the Alpine Meadows stables.  Please bring work clothes and gloves. The site will 
be pre-prepared for light work for volunteers (carrying branches to chippers or biomass 
dumpsters, for example). Literature, guest presenters, and lunch are all part of the plan.  Help 
make beautiful Alpine Meadows fire safe!! 

 
Membership Update and Change of Process for Next Year! 
Nearly the same number of residents (180) renewed their AMEA membership this year. Your 
board members thank each and every one of you new and returning AMEA members for your 
support to continue our valley projects and activities. Last year Cindy Ware passed her 
responsibility as membership chair to Ken Gracey, who may be contacted via e-mail at 
graceyken@gmail.com. Cindy managed this process for many years and we appreciate  her  very 
significant contribution to the valley. One important change will occur in 2010: the entire AMEA 
directory registration and directory process will be available  on-line to our web site at 
www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. Residents will be encouraged to register and pay 
on-line to reduce material costs, postage, and our labor required to manage the mailings.    

 
Save August 14

th 
at 4 pm for the Annual AMEA Picnic 

The Alpine Meadows Estates Association is hosting its annual picnic for members, member 
wannabe’s and their guests on Saturday August 14 at “The Pond” at Alpine Springs Community 
Park at 4 pm. Families, friends, neighbors, firefighters are all invited to picnic, party and play. 
Admission for members  is included in your 2010-11 dues!  There is a small fee for guests. Meet 
your neighbors, share fun stories and play fun games. The more the merrier! The picnic is always 
a fun event and a chance to catch up with your neighbors.  Lemonade provided.    

 
AMEA Homeowner’s Association Board of Directors Vacancies 
This fall we have the potential of three open board member seats to be filled with new personalities and fresh ideas.  Our 
board usually meets five times a year: September, October, February, April and July on Friday evening at 6 pm at the 
Water District office. We are looking for folks interested in helping to keep Alpine Meadows a beautiful, safe, clean and 
special community.  We are a fun, diverse group with lots of lively conversation and helpful ideas.  Come join us and get 
involved in your community.  You must be a member of AMEA Homeowners Association.  Contact Pauline McDowell @ 
408-733-3220 or any other AMEA board member in the directory.    

AMEA Board of Directors 
Bob Ingols, President 
John Moise, Vice President  
Janet Grant, Secretary  
Sarah Kennedy, Treasurer 
Ken Gracey, Membership 
Jim Kenney, Newsletter 
Pauline McDowell, Nominating 
Charlie Heimack, Director 
Ed Keller, Director 
Stanley Samuels, Director 
Chad Boeding, Director 
Andrew Pitcairn, Director 
 
Alpine Springs County Water 
District Board of Directors 
Barbara Danz 
Janet S. Grant 
John Northrop 
Chuck Nungester 
Virginia Quinan 
John Collins, General Manager 
 
Fire Education & Work Day 
July 10, 2010 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Annual Picnic: August 14, 2010 
 
Valley Meeting: Sept. 4, 2010 
 
All are welcomed at the Water 
District Offices. All meetings start 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 
AMEA Mailing Address 
PO Box 6653 
Tahoe City, CA  96145 

Spring  2010 

www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org 



 
Internet Access in Alpine Meadows by Andrew Pitcairn and John Moise 
For the last several years we have had very limited options for home based high-speed Internet access in Alpine 
Meadows.  A frequent topic of conversation among homeowners is what they do for access.  While Hughes Net has 
advertised satellite service, its cost is high and we are not aware of anyone using it.  Suddenlink Cable has promised that 
access via your cable would be available “in a few months” for the last 5 years. Recently Suddenlink conducted a pilot to 
determine how well internet access worked in Alpine and after many problems they terminated the pilot and most recently 
indicated that maybe in the fall they will have an offering.  
 
Exwire relies on wireless technology and has been by far the leading option in Alpine for high-speed Internet access. Most 
(but not all) homeowners have found the service to be very satisfactory in the last couple of years, and any problems 
seem to be related to the location of the home or the receiver that Exwire installs at your property (which Exwire will adjust 
as needed).  Exwire has multiple plans tailored to full and part time residents, for further information you should contact 
Exwire. 
 
Very recently we learned that AT&T has begun offering DSL (high speed internet) service in Alpine.  A homeowner on 
John Scott Trail initiated the service by calling AT&T, and then installing the modem and service. For this service though, 
you must have an active landline at your property.  AT&T ships you the modem, and self-installation takes about 30 
minutes and is very straightforward. Tested speeds for the standard service are between 1.5 and 2Mbps up and 400kbps 
down.  The cost for the modem (which includes a wireless router) is $100 (however there currently is a $100 rebate 
available) and the monthly cost is $24.95 (for the first 12 months, and $35/mo thereafter).  They also offer an “Elite” 
service for $40/month, which provides up to 6Mbps down and 768kbps up.  If you go to www.att.com/dsl you can enter 
your phone number to find out if the service is available at your address. 
 
Finally for the first time there are two good choices for high-speed Internet access in Alpine! 
 

Bears are Back! Exploring an Alternative for Bear Repellant by Chad Boeding 
The bears are back in Alpine Meadows and we would like to give you some easy tips to keep them in the woods and not 
inside your home.  While there are many deterrents that people have used, including nails in boards in front of doors, Pine 
Sol, REX the barking dog, etc, there is also an easy and effective solution available, try installing an electric fence. It is 
actually much easier than it sounds and is more cost effective than buying REX, the electronic barking dog. 
 
First, it's important to dispel the myth around an electric fence. This is a low-grade electric fence that will not injure a 
person or pet that comes into contact with it . This should not be confused with the high voltage electric fences that we 
see in the movies. In fact, anyone who grew up around a farm knows that they have been used to very successfully keep 
barnyard animals in their respective pens and are also very effective in keeping animals such as bears out.  The shock is 
not great, but just enough to repel the bears and make them want to move onward.  They have been used successfully in 
Alaska and other states for years (the following articles are on the effectiveness of simple electric fences for both repelling 
Grizzly and Black Bears). Refer to the following articles for further information: 
  
 http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/fencing.pdf 
 http://www.nps.gov/kefj/parkmgmt/upload/Electric%20Fences%20in%20Bear%20Country%20s.pdf 
 http://www.wildlifenews.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildlife_news.view_article&articles_id=174 
  
Simple Set-up 
To get started, all you need is a controller, wire and some insulators. Since wood does not conduct electricity, the wire can 
be affixed to a hook near the door and extend to various points to enclose your deck or door area. The controllers come in 
various strengths and can be AC, DC or solar. Supplies can be purchased from local Ranch Supply stores such as 
Tractor Supply or ordered online via sites like Amazon.com. The following link walks you through a how to for setting one 
up. 
 http://www.tractorsupply.com/content/knowhow/fencing/fencing_install_an_electric_fence 
You can get as simple or elaborate as you like, but the mere presence of an electric fence is likely to make the bear move 
on. 
 
Simple controllers: 
 http://www.tractorsupply.com/fencing/electric-fencing/electric-fence-controllers/electric-fence-ac-controllers/
zareba-5-mile-ac-fencer-3680011 
 
Overall, it is a small investment to make sure you don't find a black bear snacking on your sofa. 

 



Bears are Back by Pam Zinn 
What can happen to your car if you forget or don't lock your car doors??? Recently,  
a bear opened my truck during the night and left without causing any damage. My 
neighbor in Alpine wasn't so lucky, their car was left unlocked and a bear got inside 
during the night.(picture at right) The door closed behind the bear and spent the 
night trying to get out. The bear was released by the owner in the morning.   
 
Homes have also been being broken into, please remember to take your food with 
you if you are leaving. Bears can smell food inside your home and will do whatever 
it takes to get inside. Don't take the risk of damage, take the food with you and take 
your trash to the dumpsters by the Fire Department if you are not here on Mondays 
for regular garbage pick up. This hopefully will ensure a lower risk of break-ins. 

 

Alpine Springs County Water District Quarterly 
Newsletter by Pam Zinn 
If any AMEA members are not on the water district e-mail list and would like to be 
added, please contact Pam Zinn.  The water district will never share or sell any of 
your personal information. All emails and newsletters are sent out using bcc field. 
Pam Zinn - Office Manager  
Phone: (530) 583-2342 x11 Fax: (530) 583-0228  
Website: http:/www.alpinesprings.org. The following three announcements are courtesy of the water district. 
 

BIRD WALK – SATURDAY, JUNE 12TH AT 10:00 A.M.  
ASCWD will sponsor a Bird Walk on Saturday, June 12, 2010. The Bird Walk will be lead by Warren Bray, who has 
conducted the Bird Walk in previous years. The Bird Walk will start at 10:00 a.m. at the big tree at the corner of Snowcrest 
and Alpine Meadows Road. Dress for the occasion. Wear walking shoes with support. Wear insect repellant and bring 
your field glasses.  
 

FLOWER WALK – SATURDAY, JULY 3RD AT 8:30 A.M.  
Have you ever driven into Alpine Meadows and as you were looking out the window wondered, “That is a beautiful flower. 
I wonder what kind of flower it is?” Well now is your chance to find out. ASCWD will sponsor a Flower Walk on Saturday, 
July 3, 2010. The Flower Walk will start at 8:30 a.m. from the Water District parking lot. The Flower Walk will be 
conducted by Michael Graf, author of “Plants of the Tahoe Basin.” Dress for the occasion. Bring hats, water and walking 
shoes. Of course bring your camera. Contact Pam at the Water District for last minute changes due to weather or if you 
have questions. She can be reached at (530) 583-2342 x-11.  

 
FREE CHIPPER PROGRAM FOR 2010 
The Water District and North Tahoe Fire Protection District (NTFPD) will offer chipping service this year for at no cost. The 
Fire District was successful in obtaining the grant which supported this program in the past. The schedule for chipping 
services is currently being developed. The services will be provided for four weeks, one week during each of the following 
months: June, July, September, and October. To take advantage of the program, call the NTFPD at 530 546-4347. Leave 
your name, address, phone number, the best time to return your call, and whether you would like the chips blown back 
onto your property or left in a pile on the edge of your property. The list will be on a first-come-first-served basis.  
 

Treasurer Report by Sarah Kennedy 
The following is the Treasurer’s Report as of April 16, 2010: 
 Vanguard Account: $10,029.35 
 Bank of the West: $6,212.51 
 New Deposits: $350.00 
 
Expenses Pending:  
 Directory Printing and Postage: $1,056.61 
 Taxes for Lot A: $98.00 

 
New AMEA Website  
Please check out the new AMEA website. Thanks for Ken Gracey, the new site is full of current and historical information 
regarding Alpine Meadows. Dues can also be paid on line. This saves money, time and paper for the AMEA and all its 
members. Please have a look at:   www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org 

Bear Habitat 2010 ? 



 

This Summer at Tahoe – Website Sources 
Please see the following Websites for more information on Tahoe activities.  
 

www.tahoemusic.org ph: 530 581-1184 
www.TheVillageAtSquaw.com ph: 530 584-6266 
www.Tahoe-Traveler.com 
www.LakeTahoeShakespeare.com 
www.GoTahoeNorth.com 
www.alpinemeadows.net 
 
Have a great summer, fire safe and help prevent bear break ins! 

 

 
What Can Your Association Do for You? by Janet Grant 
Have you noticed anything in the AMEA part of our valley that needs the attention of your AMEA board?  Your AMEA over 
the years has worked for the benefit of our members to improve garbage service through dumpster implementation, clean 
up the greenbelt area along the creek with volunteer participation and  improve snow removal. Improving road 
maintenance by working with Placer County and our Placer County Supervisor, cleaning up the roadside each year with 
volunteer participation on Memorial Day have also been part of AMEA efforts. The AMEA has also joined with the other 
homeowners’ associations in working for a more fire safe community, contributing to fire service efforts by providing 
emergency medical bags for volunteer firefighters and providing bear aversion kits to the Placer County Sherriff’s 
department to help discourage bear activity in our community.  
 
Please provide your ideas and suggestions in writing to our e-mail: board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org 

amea 
Alpine Meadows Estates Association 
P.O. Box 6653,  Tahoe City  CA  96145 


