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Dear Josh,

Our apologies for the belated delivery of what
was supposed to be the Fall 2012 Newsletter. Now that
we've completed the Board transition, we hope to provide
more timely information.

Join Us This Saturday for the AMEA
Apres-Ski Party!

Please come and help us kick off what we hope will be an
annual event for AMEA! Appetizers will be provided
courtesy of the AMEA Board.
 
When: Saturday, March 23, 2013; 4:00 to 6:00pm
Where: The Last Chair Bar, Alpine Meadows Lodge
Questions? Contact Lin at 530-583-1815 or
linw500@gmail.com

Tidbits from the Valley-Wide Meeting 
 

The Valley-Wide Meeting was held over Labor Day
weekend. Here are some of the highlights.
 
Water Meters
By the time you receive this newsletter, many of you will
already have new water meters installed. The Water
District is planning to replace these meters at a rate of
200 a year. The new meters will allow for remote reading;
however, yearly billing will remain as in the past. We are
not sure how often remote readings will be made;
however, there is a possibility that abnormal water usage
during the year, indicating a water line break, could
prevent large costs to a home owner.
 
Alpine Meadows Ski Area Plans
Scott Swietanski, Vice President of Operations of Alpine
Meadows Ski Resort, let us know the Resort's plans for the
near future. These include:

$1.0 million expansion of snow making equipment
The ticket office inside the lodge has been
expanded.
A new Hot Wheels Lift is in the permitting process.
They expect to spend ~ $7.0 million for a high-
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speed quad that will be extended to Sherwood.
The terrain park will remain on Dance Floor. (If you
experience problems with this situation be sure to fill
in a comments sheet at the lodge)
Alpine Meadows will again provide free bus service
through the community; however, the schedule has
yet to be posted on their website

Alpine Meadows Road intersection with route 89
Placer County was planning to spend $10 million to replace
the bridge starting in Spring 2013, and finishing in Fall
2013. Access to Alpine Meadows during construction will
not be affected. We expected that a traffic signal would
be a part of the construction design; however, funding for
installation of a signal has not been allocated at this time.
Contact CALTRANS if you have comments about this.
 
Fire Risks
There was a brief discussion on how to eliminate fire risks.
Information can be found at www.livingwithfire.info. The
following list of plant life and the associated fire risk has
been extracted from "Backyard Native Plants", author
Lesley V. Higgins, Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation.

Low Fire Risk
Creeping Snowberry
Thimbleberry
Woods' Rose or Mountain Rose
Blue Elderberry
Sierra Gooseberry
Sierra Currant or Mountain Pink
Wax Currant
Western Serviceberry
Bittercherry
Mahala Mat

Low to Moderate Fire Risk
Pinemat Manzanita

Moderate to High Fire Risk
Mountain Whitethorn

High Fire Risk
Tobacco Brush or Snowbrush
Bitterbrush
Bush Chinquapin or Sierra Chinquapin
Greenleaf Manzanita
Huckleberry Oak
Big Sagebrush
Rubber Rabbitbrush
Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany

Bears
Ann Bryant of the Bear League made a presentation.
There is a recurring theme, "Bears are in our community".
The cubs are in training and their mothers are relentless.
One resident had the same mother with her three cubs
pay a visit four times in the same night, even after the
sheriff used rubber bullets to drive them off. Essentially,
Alpine Meadows is a food source for the bears. 
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There are several steps that the Alpine Meadows Estates
community can take.

Eliminate your house as a food source. Willy Sutton,
a notorious bank robber, once said when asked why
he robbed banks, "Because that's where the money
is." Similarly, bears break into houses because that's
where the food is. Raw garbage, even in the
enclosed containers draws the bears to your
property; avoid such conditions. Bears are smart
and are teaching their cubs what the food sources
look like. When they see a refrigerator (or garbage
pail) through a window or in a garage, they know
that is where the food is located. Don't let them see
into your house, draw the drapes or blinds.
Consider electric shock barriers around windows and
doors. The Bear League publishes a list of companies
in the area (and AMEA board member Josh Masur
had a good experience with Dave Rintala, (530)
305-6652, whose business card was passed around
at the Bear League presentation). You should
investigate whether these systems are suitable for
your situation.
The dumpsters located at the Alpine Meadows
Water District are being left unlocked. In addition,
food has been showing up in the recycling bins
(unwashed containers, etc.). These actions
encourage continuing scavenging by bears, including
climbing into the recycling bins, and resulting in a
mess that must be cleaned up by Water District
personnel. Please be careful in the area and be sure
to close and lock all dumpsters and recycling bins,
even if you aren't the one who left it open!

No 2022 Olympics Bid 

The United States Olympic Committee (USOC) has
announced that it will not bid on the 2022 Winter Games.
According to the Squaw Valley Times, the USOC will make
a decision regarding an American bid for either the
Summer 2024 or Winter 2026 Olympics. In any event, the
local Lake Tahoe Winter Games Exploration Committee
states they will be prepared.
 

Alpine Meadows Estates Road Condition
Survey

Will York and Don Fulda, members of the AMEA Board of
Directors, conducted a survey of the road condition in our
community. They paid particular attention to destroyed
curbing, gator cracks, and manholes. It is interesting to
note that the level of the manholes vary with respect to
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the road surface according to the seasons. Their
observations have been forwarded to the responsible
organizations.
 

Welcome to Squalpine?

The Moonshine Ink reports that some residents of Alpine
Meadows and Squaw Valley are investigating the
possibility of incorporating as a municipality in order to
gain more local control over development.

AMEA Board

The 2012-13 AMEA Board members are:

Chad Boeding
Felicia Cole (Nominating)
John Ebell (Membership)
Don Fulda (BCVB Representative)
Janet Grant (Treasurer)
Charlie Heimack
Ursula Hirsbrunner (Secretary)
Laura Kukta
Josh Masur (Communications)
Joe Thorn
Lin Winetrub (Vice President; Recreation)
Will York (President)

Please provide any comments or ideas for future articles by
e-mail to board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

AMEA Board of Directors 
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