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Dear Ken,

This is our Fall 2011 Newsletter, which is now distributed entirely via e-
mail. Our website is www.alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org.
Anybody may sign up for the AMEA newsletter, including non-members. 

Alpine Meadows has snow on the ground and temperatures have
dropped. It's been a quiet Fall in the valley but that shall soon change
as the skiing starts again. 

Propane Regulations Require Tank
Piping Upgrade
With the heavy snow last winter, North Tahoe Fire Protection District
(NTFPD) responded to numerous Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) or
propane leaks and explosions. Due to the large number of 911 calls
for LPG leaks, NTFPD found that many of the LPG tanks were installed
incorrectly and did not comply with existing code.
 
The North Tahoe Fire Prevention District (NTFPD) requires all propane
companies serving Alpine Meadows to bring their installations up to
current code. The code requirement consists of replacing the
standpipe with a heavier, flexible version or schedule 80 into the
ground. Other repairs and changes may be necessary.  
 
Propane Upgrade Permit Process
 
The NTFPD Permit process requires the homeowner to submit a
"Permit Application" to NTFPD. The application is available for
download from http://www.ntfire.net/. Because the Alpine Springs
County Water District (ASCWD) contracts with NTFPD homeowners
within the ASCWD service area will not have to pay any application
fee. That's right - no cost to Alpine Meadows homeowners.
 
The permit application must include a plot plan showing the following:
tank location showing distances to structure and to edge of pavement
or other identifying marks; tank capacity in US gallons; location of
riser pipe at building; property boundaries; an outline of all
existing/proposed buildings on the lot and a depiction of the roof
ridge line of any building to be supplied with LPG. The plot plan can
be a drawing of the property, as long as the criteria listed above are
met.  
 
Once NTFPD has received the permit application and plot plan, the
LPG vendor can upgrade the LPG installation. All installations will
require Fire District approval and inspection. Once the installation has
been upgraded, please call NTFPD at 530-583-6911 to schedule an
inspection.
 
Plan on Switching Propane Companies?
 
What you pay for the upgrade depends on who provides your
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propane. These are the main suppliers serving Alpine Meadows:

Truckee Tahoe Propane 
Amerigas 
Ferrell Gas 
Suburban Propane 

Truckee Tahoe Propane (TTP) agrees to do the upgrade for "free" if
you sign a three-year commitment with them as your propane
supplier. If you are a TTP customer you may have received their letter
early last summer. Many residents were not comfortable signing this
letter, and some switched suppliers.   
 
Through Ferrell Gas the upgrade costs $100 and they'll swap your
tank for free at the same time. Many Alpine Meadows customers have
switched to Ferrell Gas for the lower propane rates and because  their
upgrade policy does not include a three-year commitment.
 
Switching propane suppliers can be easy or complicated. It is
important to share my experience in making the attempt to switch to
Ferrell Gas. Ferrell Gas requested that we provide 10 days advance
notice to when the tank would be less than 10% full, or on empty. I
provided the notice but Ferrell Gas became seriously backlogged in
the meantime, pushing our tank swap out another week or two. They
had received many service requests from former TTP customers in
Alpine Meadows.  
 
At this point I was now out of propane. I had to pay TTP another
$150 for an emergency refill (in addition to their higher rate). And
worse yet, now there is snow on the ground and my propane
equipment still has not been upgraded since Ferrell was going to take
care of the upgrade. According to North Tahoe Fire regulations my
tank should not have been filled.
 
If you are switching propane companies, be absolutely certain of the
following factors before you make the switch:

Can the new supplier install their tank before your existing
tank is empty? How empty?
What assurance do you have that they will make their upgrade
and delivery according to schedule they provide?
What is the tank rental fee?
What is the upgrade cost to comply with the NTFPD
regulations?
Where are they storing their propane in the winter?
If they swap a 500-gallon tank for a smaller 250-gallon tank,
who pays for the fuel they extracted from the 500-gallon tank
and were unable to pump back into the smaller 250-gallon
tank?
If you've already paid the annual rental fee to your current
propane supplier, will they refund a portion of the tank rental
fee?
What is the annual tank rental fee?
How will they price their propane to you? Will it become more
expensive in the future?  
How does the auto-refill price compare to the "on demand"
price? 

And most importantly if you are switching suppliers, be certain that
their commitment for tank replacement can be met according to the
agreed upon schedule.
 
The Real Question: Where's the Natural Gas?
 
The fact we're still using propane is a different problem that AMEA
must investigate on your behalf. Just like our internet service, the
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utility suppliers have isolated this community for lack of market and
high capital improvement costs. As a result, the residents must deal
with substandard supply situations. This is a question that AMEA will
pose to the natural gas utility this winter.

Alpine Meadows Forestry Fuel Reduction
Projects
Alpine Meadows is an active and recognized community in
www.firewise.org. We collect debris and slash, work with the United
States Forest Service, and seek (and win) public grants for fuel
reduction. Most recently, ASCWD has been managing a grant which
reduces fuel loading on lands around Juniper Mountain and along Bear
Creek. In addition to reducing wildfire potential, these projects have
benefits of restoring native plants and improving the scenic and
recreational beauty of this valley. 
 
Juniper Mountain and Bear Creek Burning is Underway
 
Small diameter fir, pine and shrubs loaded in the Juniper Mountain
and Bear Creek areas were stacked into piles for curing and burning
over the past two years. The burning began last week and has
progressed nicely. Under the direction of Dave Jaramillo, Registered
Professional Forester (RPF), the NTFPD crew lit the dry piles up and
they disappeared into the atmosphere. Only small amounts of smoke
were visible and the air cleared quickly. This was a very effective
method of reducing the danger and eliminating the waste. 

 
Caltrans and NLTFD signs were present everywhere.  
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At this point it seems like most all of the piles along Bear Creek have
also been burned. The result is a much cleaner, open forest in the
treated areas. Stop and take a look. 
 
USFS 20-Acre Project on Alpine Meadows Road
 
The Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council membership has been moving
forward an important project within the United States Forest Service.
At this point we are awaiting final approval expected this winter for a
20-acre community-oriented fuels reduction project. The project area
is both sides of Alpine Meadows Road from the horse stables towards
highway 89 to the Alpine Springs Water District and lower Alpine
Meadows Ski Area overflow parking lot across the street. Once
finished, this project will provide a scenic entry to Alpine Meadows
with views to the creek and forest.  
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The 20-acre project will be done over a four-year period in five-acre
sections starting in June 2012. The USFS fire crews will start by
cutting the trees and limbs, leaving them in place. Next, the Alpine
Meadows community will stack the slash and trees along the road on
two Saturday workdays in July and August. The community role is
free of equipment so that none of us are injured using tools, and gets
the hard work get done in a short time. NTFPD will finish the the
project by chipping the material and spraying it back into the forest.
The entry to Alpine Meadows will become very scenic over the next
several years, one section at a time.  
 
Your participation with the Alpine Meadows Firesafe Council planning
and projects will be helpful, especially since our team has reduced in
size over the past two years while we wait for the USFS permit. Our
next meeting will be in March 2012 where we will start planning the
summer community workdays. To participate in the meeting please
contact Ken Gracey via graceyken@gmail.com. Even if you don't
come to the meetings you'll know about our summer workdays by
banners we place along the road and newsletters you receive.
 
Burning on your Property
 
Burning is a legal method of disposing dry greenwaste in Placer
County.
 
Homeowners may burn dry vegetative material on their property
provided it was grown on the property where it is burned and that it
is free of dimensional lumber. This is an alternative to using the
chipper service from North Tahoe Fire. Burning may be more
appropriate if it is difficult to move the material to the road for
chipping, or if the amount is reasonably small.
 
To obtain a residential burn permit go to the NTFPD offices in Tahoe
City. They'll issue a burn permit over the counter and review the
requirements with you. From that point you need to be on standby
until Placer County allows burn days.  
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Want High-speed Internet Access?
It's not here (yet)

AMEA Board members have researched all of the options for improved
internet access in the valley. The variety of solutions include ExWire,
AT&T Dial-Up, AT&T bonded T-1 (very expensive at $400/month)
DirectTV satellite, and Sprint PCMCIA card wireless. With the
exception of the T-1 line these services have proven to be less
reliable and have far lower speeds than DSL, which is typically
available in surrounding communities. 

Alpine Meadows needs standard broadband internet access to be a
modern community. Did you know that AT&T could install DSL service
in Alpine Meadows. According to our discussions with local AT&T
planners it's a matter of the residents making continual requests.
They're not seeing the demand!

Therefore, go to http://www.att.com/dsl/shop/plansShared.jsp?
requestid=2753317 as if you were placing an order. Enter your Alpine
Meadows phone number and their on-line robot will check to see if
the DSL service is available at your Alpine Meadows address. Their
system will reply with a "Service Unavailable" note but their office will
receive the request and the demand will become more apparent. 

Repeat this process every week. By continually requesting service you
are improving our chances of having modern DSL internet service
brought to Alpine Meadows. One day the request will actually go
through! 

Please provide any comments or ideas for future articles by e-mail to
board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

Ken Gracey and AMEA Board of Directors 
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