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Fire Prevention and Evacuation in Alpine Meadows 
June 2019 

 
The beauty of Lake Tahoe and Alpine Meadows, steep hills, abundant trees, warm 
summers and thousands of tourists create the place that means so much to us. At the 
same time, those same things bring with it the very real risk of a catastrophic fire. 
 
In each of the last two years, northern California has experienced extremely fast 
moving fires that are unprecedented in their intensity and destruction.  The fire 
officials in our area are telling all of us that it is crucial that each of us do all we can 
to reduce our risk of a fire starting in or traveling through Alpine Meadows.  No one 
can tell us when a major fire will come to the Tahoe area, but everyone tells us it is 
not a question of if, but when.  
 
It’s important to recognize that fire moves through neighborhoods. While your 
property may have good “defensible space”, the fire risk of those next door and 
across the street become your fire risk as well. We hope to see neighbors collectively 
addressing fire risk in each of your neighborhoods.  
 
California state law (Public Resources Code 4291) requires property owners in our 
area to create and maintain defensible space; compliance with these requirements is 
enforced by North Tahoe Fire Protection District, Cal Fire and County Ordinance. 
 
Reducing our collective fire risk in Alpine Meadows is very important as evacuation 
options are limited (a single road in and out of the valley and the real possibility that 
highway 89, in a wide scale evacuation scenario, may be backed up).  
 
Information and resources from experts that describe what each of us can do to 
reduce our risk, and at the same time prepare for the fire we all hope never comes, 
is detailed below: 
 
Reducing the risk and severity of Fire in Alpine Meadows 
 

1. Early in the summer - create defensible space around your property.  There 
is an excellent guide available at:    

 
https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/get-prepared/ 
 

2. There is also a free defensible space inspection service and residential 
curbside chipping service available upon request from the North Tahoe Fire 
Protection District:  

https://www.ntfire.net/defensible-space-chipping. 
 

https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/get-prepared/
https://www.ntfire.net/defensible-space-chipping
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• You can do the work yourself, or hire a contractor. A list of contractors 
identified by the Northstar fire department in 2017 is attached to the 
end of this document. 

 
3. Participate in the annual education and workday along Alpine Meadows 

Road. This year the workday is the morning of June 29 at 8:30 am.  You will 
be helping to reduce the risk of a fire starting along a portion of Alpine 
Meadows Road.  The work area will be along Alpine Meadows Road in an 
area between the entrance to the Water District and Snowcrest.  

 
4. Refer to the web site below for extensive and valuable information about our 

area: https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/resources/publications/, what we 
need to do as a community and what you can do to better protect you and 
your home.   

 
Emergency Notifications and Evacuation 

 
5. Register for Placer Alerts: https://www.placer.ca.gov/2426/Placer-Alert.  

You can sign up with multiple phone numbers and/or emails. Placer alerts is 
a primary means of communication used by Placer County in an emergency. 
Once registered, Placer County will attempt to contact you via cell phone and 
email in the case of an emergency including the need to evacuate.  

 
6. Listen to public safety communications and evacuate immediately when 

advised to do so.  North Tahoe Fire Protection District will broadcast 
emergency information on AM 1630.  

 
7. Enhance your Emergency Preparedness, create a dynamic evacuation plan, 

and PRACTICE!  The guide below has been provided to homeowners in the 
past and is available through the Water District and Fire Department in hard 
copy. The link below to an Emergency Preparedness guide will help you 
anticipate and plan for a successful evacuation. 

 
  https://www.ntfire.net/emergency-prepardness 

 
8. There may be a scenario where leaving Alpine Meadows during a fire may 

not be possible and emergency personnel may not be available to guide us.  
While we hope that never happens, knowing what to do to shelter in place 
(your home) and where to go if your home is not safe (a large area without 
flammable materials) is crucial.  

 
Initial planning is in progress to explore conducting an evacuation drill that 
assumes highway 89 is not accessible.  Additional information will be made 
available as the planning process progresses.  

 

https://tahoe.livingwithfire.info/resources/publications/
https://www.placer.ca.gov/2426/Placer-Alert
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2017 Approved Defensible Space Contractor List  
Northstar Fire Department 910 Northstar Drive Truckee, CA 96161 530-562-1212  
 
Tree 
Removal  

Defensible 
Space Clean-Up  Company Name  Contact 

Phone  Cell Phone  Fax #  

Y  Y  Action Tree & Timber  800-697-
8733  775-843-6813   

Y  Y  Affordable Landscape & 
Maintenance  

530-386-
6060  530-386-6060   

 Y  Alpenglow Landscaping  530-563-
8755  530-563-8755   

Y  Y  Alpen Tree Experts  530-448-
1194  530-448-1194   

Y  Y  Alpine Defensible Space  530-306-
5266  530-306-5266   

 Y  Andy's Defensible Space  530-546-
4335  530-412-1005   

Y  Y  Arbor Care of Tahoe  530-581-
0820  530-308-2530  530-583-8141  

Y  Y  Arevalo Tree & Def. Space 
Service  

530-386-
5437  530-386-5437   

 Y  Aspen Grove Landscaping  530-386-
1881  530-386-1881  530-546-6166  

 Y  Blide Landscape 
Construction  

530-994-
1091  530-448-1479  530-994-1091  

Y  Y  Bushwhackers Tree 
Service  

530-587-
3832  bushwhackerstreeservice.com  

 Y  Defensible Space 
Solutions  

775-831-
6071  775-831-6071  530-546-4830  

Y  Y  Four Seasons Landscaping  530-550-
8100  530-550-8100  530-550-8100  

 Y  Jerry Verkler  530-448-
3082  530-448-3082  530-546-4531  

 Y  Matt's Yard Maintenance  530-582-
1977  530-205-5114   

Y  Y  Peak Landscape, Inc.  530-587-
4269  530-906-4888  530-582-4128  

 Y  Sierra Cleaning and 
Maintenance  

530-386-
1392  530-386-0873   

 Y  Taylor Whedon 
Landscaping  

860-798-
6888  860-798-6888   

Northstar Fire Department does not endorse or recommend any individual. 
Companies listed have attended our 2017 Defensible Space Informational Seminar. 
It is the Property Owner's responsibility to investigate licensing and insurance 
coverage prior to using any Individual.  May 10, 2017 


