
Alpine Meadows Fuels Reduction Project - 2010 
 

Wildfire is a reality that we all live with in the Sierra Nevada. With 100 or so years of fire 
suppression our forests have been able to grow uncharacteristically dense causing an increase in 
fire danger. As more of us move into these beautiful areas the potential for wildfire becomes even 
greater due to increased ignitions and fuel (homes). With an increased potential for wildfire the 
threat to lives and property also increases. The science is clear; we must construct and/or maintain 
fire resistant buildings as well as treat vegetation directly surrounding structures and 
communities. Alpine Meadows in no exception to the rule of home construction/maintenance and 
vegetation management. Here in Alpine Meadows the forest is very dense and beginning to show 
signs of poor health. This overstocking and forest health issue will directly effect how a fire burns 
throughout the valley.   
In the last few years residents of Alpine Meadows have worked hard to clear flammable 
vegetation and materials away from their homes and the surrounding forest.  Also, in 2007 this 
community became the 5th Firewise (www.firewise.org) community in the Sierra Nevada. All of 
this hard work has helped to reduce some of the fire hazards facing the valley yet much work is 
still required.   
The main component of the grant is fuels reduction within the Bear Creak watershed on property 
owned by ASCWD, AMEA and JMA. Fuels reduction will include the removal of small diameter 
fir and pine as well as shrubs. An additional component to the fuels reduction portion of the 
project will include the restoration quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides).  A majority of the 
removed vegetation will be placed into piles and burned in the fall of 2010. However, some of the 
vegetation will be chipped and/or left for firewood. Another component of this project will be the 
establishment of a demonstration project which will study the effects of burn piles within stream 
zones. We are planning to use the lightest possible touch in order to achieve fuels reduction 
objectives.   
 
Please, if you have any questions or concerns regarding this project feel free to call and chat. 
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