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August 26, 2012 

Alpine Meadows Estates Association
Valley-wide Meeting on Saturday, September 1st at 9:00 am
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Alpine Meadows Valley-wide
Meeting Agenda
Saturday, September 1st, 2012 Alpine Meadows Ski Lodge -
Main Floor at 9:00 am
 
Agenda:

9:00 Introduction of the Homeowner Association Presidents
AMEA Meredith Rosenberg   BCA Daniela Pedley 
JMA Dennis Switick
9:10 Alpine Meadows/Squaw Valley Ski Resort Presentation
9:30 The Bear League
9:50 Placer County Department of Public Works
10:10 Forest Health - Alpine Meadows Fire Safe Council /
U.S.F.S. 
10:30 BREAK TIME
10:45 Bear Creek Planning Committee
11:05 Alpine Springs County Water District
11:25 Open Forum + Community Feedback

Separate Homeowner Association Meetings

Alpine Meadows Estates Association will host their meeting at
12:00 at the same location. 
Bear Creek Association has no meeting. 
Juniper Mountain Association will host their meeting at 1:00
pm at the Community Park.

AMEA Meeting Agenda 

Alpine Meadows Estates Association Annual Meeting
Saturday, September 1st, AT 12:00 pm
 
Agenda:

1. Call to Order
2. Establish Quorum [20]
3. Introduce 2011-2012 Board Members
4. Treasurer's Report
5. Membership Report - statistics and benefits
6. Recreation Report - picnic
7. Other 2011-2012 focused items - forest health, roads, bicycle

path 
8. Nomination and Vote for New Board Directors
9. New Business

1. Community Input / Items of Interest
Forest health / trail maintenance
Roads
Communications - current website, focused e-
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mail blasts, snail mail, directory
2. Call for Volunteers 

10. Adjournment 

Volunteers, How Wonderful They
Are 

Many will be shocked to find 
when the day of judgment nears,
that there is a very special place 
set aside for Volunteers.
Furnished with big recliners, 
satin couches and footstools.
Days of cloudless skiing, of golf 
and swimming pools.
With no membership letters 
to stamp and send.
No monthly meetings to attend.
No park to reserve 
or food to buy.
No burgers to cook 
or chicken to fry.
No articles to write, or newsletters to print
All done without effort 
not even a hint.
 
Ah, but with a finger snap will bring 
cool drinks and treats fit for a king.
You ask, "Who will serve these privileged few 
and work for all they're worth"?
Why, those who reaped the benefits 
and not once volunteered on Earth. 
 
This fall Alpine Meadows Estates Association Board of Directors will
have several vacancies.  We meet five times a year: September,
November, February, April and July. The time is now, be part of the
volunteers keeping our valley a beautiful place to live.   Call Ed Keller
at 925-254-5949 or Pauline McDowell at 408-733-3220.

Bear Incidents Rising in Alpine
Meadows, a Personal Report
Ken Gracey 
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This article isn't based on any kind of scientific data or any expertise
in biology, just my observations over the last week. Maybe the Bear
League has actual data to report, but many residents won't divulge
their address and experience to third parties. I can tell you what I've
seen and heard on my own in Alpine Meadows over the last week. 

With certainty, I can report that bear break-ins are on the rise in
Alpine Meadows this August and will probably continue to be a
problem through the Fall. I can cite three break-ins that occurred in
the last week without even asking around. In one case, the bear
scaled a tree and entered through an open window. In another, it
came in through an unlocked front door. And in the third, it smashed
in a ground-level window (closed dual pane window, new
construction) to access a pantry via bedroom. The renovation from
the third break-in will cost over $10,000 in new appliances, drywall
repair, door replacement and water damage. This bear closed the
door behind himself and continued to tear out a wall to find an exit
until one of our home office staff visited the home and called the
Sheriff and Department of Fish and Game. The bear ran out, but
casually sauntered around the neighborhood before leaving for good.
He was far too comfortable in the neighborhood. The picture above
shows some of the damage.    

If this sounds alarming because you are not here to guard your home,
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I apologize, but if it helps you protect against your own break-in then
the message was worth reading. It might be that these break-ins
were all caused by the same bear and that he's moved on to other
locations or suffered the fate of a depredation permit. Chances are
that the same bear will return, sometimes to the same homes. 

The Bear League provides recommendations on what you can do to
protect your home. They're the local keepers of the best, up-to-date
information at http://www.savebears.org/. Twenty minutes on their
web site could save countless hours later. 

In addition to whatever the Bear League recommends, I'd like to
recommend and emphasize the following additional tactics for Alpine
Meadows:

Remove all food from your home - everything. That's right -
don't leave a trace of any food in your home. Take it all away,
right down to the last grain of salt, last bottle of alcohol, and
anything in the freezer. With no reward, they'll leave quicker if
they get inside. Maybe even leave your pantry doors open.  
Catch a bear problem early by partnering with neighbors. Or
install a web-cam to monitor your home remotely (provided
you have web access). It's the multi-day, unnoticed assaults
that cause lots of damage. 
Make the bears very unwelcome. Paintball guns, air horns, E-
dogs, and any kind of automated or manual device that
doesn't harm the bear is welcome.  
Design (or modify) a home that is bear-resistant! Put windows
up high, remove stairways, minimize point(s) of entry and
electrify them! 

Sure, we're in their territory and the source of the problem. But
unfortunately, I think the solution is more than we're willing to
accept. I believe the bear population has increased due to multiple
births from high-fat food designed for humans. There's also a feeling
that anybody who calls for a depredation permit is subject to some
kind of community ostracizing. I've seen bears caught in Fish and
Game traps and it was very sad since the bear didn't understand the
consequences of their actions since we baited them the whole way
through their crime. I've also handled bear cleanups, installed high-
voltage electric fences and helped out neighbors after a break-in was
observed or reported. As a result I'm personally open to all solutions
to this problem. 

Wherever you sit on this issue, there's one approach that benefits all
humans and bears. Make yourself aware of the problem and
solutions, do what you can to eliminate the attraction, and work with
your neighbors the way we do on other constructive projects [like
firesafe efforts, building a park, etc.]! Just as if there were a fire,
flood or other natural disaster, it's important that we group together
to fight this problem. Even this problem has potential for somebody to
get hurt badly.   

Let's not have a community that becomes known for bear break-ins,
but one that fought back and won!     

Please provide any comments or ideas for future articles by e-mail to
board@alpinemeadowsestatesassociation.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

AMEA Board of Directors 
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