
Bear Boxes and Coming Changes to Trash Removal 
Hopefully you are all aware by now that the Alpine Springs County Water District (ASCWD) has voted to 
remove the dumpsters located by the ASCWD building on September 16, 2019. Trash removal will now 
only be picked up at homes on Mondays by Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal (TTSD). Homeowners are 
encouraged to install a bear box to avoid attracting bears to your home and the neighborhood. Bear 
boxes are not required UNLESS the home is a long- or short-term rental property, in which case a bear 
box is required per ASCWD Ordinance No. 4-2019.  

 

Bear Creek Planning Committee Requirements for Bear Boxes 

In accordance with the Bear Creek Planning Committee (BCPC) Architectural Review Manual (ARM), 
installation of bear boxes must meet the following requirements: 

“Refuse storage areas are to be integrated into the design of the house. Bear-proof garbage 
containers shall meet current county ordinances. Owners are encouraged to screen such 
containers appropriately….” (ARM Ch 3. B.14.) 

Also in accordance with the BCPC ARM, all boxes must be a color that meets the following requirements: 

“Any natural appearing color that harmonizes with the environment and fits the overall 
character of the design is generally acceptable. Colors generally not acceptable include all white, 
bright, or intense colors.” (ARM Ch 3. B.2.) 

BCPC has determined that, because of the new ASCWD Ordinance and the very short time frame before 
the removal of the dumpsters, BCPC will not require that installation of bear boxes be subject to BCPC 
approval or payment of fees as long as (1) the installation meets Placer County requirements and, (2) 
the box is consistent with the color requirements of the ARM (Ch 3. B.2.) and is located with 
consideration given, to the extent practicable, to the location and screening requirements of the ARM 
(Ch 3. B.14.). Bear boxes are generally manufactured in colors that are consistent with the ARM, such as 
brown or dark grey/charcoal. (If a homeowner wishes to install a bear box in any other color, please 
contact the BCPC at judy@tahoepapertrail.com.) And lastly, please notify the recording secretary at 
BCPC if you intend to install a bear box by sending the following information to  
judy@tahoepapertrail.com: 

• Name of Homeowner; 
• Address of Homeowner; 
• Phone and/or email for Homeowner; 
• HOA and lot number; 
• Location bear box will be installed (map or detailed description) being certain to indicate if the 

location meets Placer County requirements; and 
• Color and size of bear box. 

Beyond the Placer County and BCPC requirements listed below, the homeowner should ensure that the 
box is installed in a location that does not interfere with snow removal or snow storage. (BCA residents 
must also seek approval from the property manager and BCA Board for installation of bear boxes.)  
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Placer County Requirements for Bear Boxes. Placer County requires that bear boxes be installed on the 
homeowner’s property - not in the County right-of-way, whenever feasible - and a minimum of 15 feet 
from the edge of pavement in order to preserve sight distance for vehicles exiting the driveway (see 
attached bear box guidance from Placer County and a list of approved bear box manufacturers). If the 
box is installed in accordance with these requirements, the homeowner does not need a permit or 
approval from Placer County. If the box is proposed to be installed less than 15 feet from the edge of 
pavement, or for other questions related to setback requirements for bear boxes, the homeowner 
should contact Placer County Public Works in Tahoe City at 530-581-6200.  (Placer County requires 
installation of bear boxes for all new homes or for additions greater than 500 sq. ft.) 

Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal Requirements for Bear Boxes.  TTSD may charge an additional handling fee 
if the bear box is installed more than 20 feet from the edge of pavement. Homeowners may contact 
TTSD at (530) 583-7800 for any questions about the location of the box or for assistance determining if 
the location is acceptable to TTSD.  

Interest free loans up to $1,200 may be available to Placer County homeowners in good standing with 
TTSD.  A one-time handling fee may also be charged to the homeowner. For more information go to 
http://tahoe.onebigbin.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/214610_PWF_EE_BearBoxLoanSheet_Digital.pdf. 

Bear proof garbage cans are also available (https://bearwise.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/161215_bear-resistant-cans-bearwise.pdf.), which may be a quicker and 
lower cost option compared to installing a bear box; however, these containers may not be acceptable 
to TTSD (e.g., TTSD requirements prohibit cans with a fixed, hinged lid, which many bear cans have). 
Homeowners are strongly advised to check with TTSD at (530) 583-7800 before purchasing one of these 
containers to first make sure it is acceptable.  

Trash will be picked up at each residence on Mondays. Please also be aware that TTSD has a number of 
rules governing trash pick-up. For homeowners that may not be familiar with home pick-up service, a 
few of the key rules are listed below: 

1. Garbage cans must be accessible. 
2. Garbage should not exceed the 32 gallon limit of each can. 
3. Garbage cans should not be too heavy. 
4. Garbage cans must be put out by 6 a.m. 
5. Do not put hot ashes in the garbage can. 
6. Garbage cans must be on level ground near the road. 
7. Make sure garbage cans are not frozen shut 
8. Place all garbage in sealed containers and bag all packing materials. 
9. Do not put hazardous waste, combustibles, syringes, etc. in the garbage containers. 
10. If your property is untidy, you may be charged a fee for clean-up. 
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